August 1, 2007 

Hello Tracy, 

We're so glad we can share a happy ending with you and tell you how much your tote meant to us. We all seem to feel so alone when faced with tragedy, especially involving our kids. The tote let us know we weren't in this alone, that others have known the boundless pain we were feeling. We found strength in that camaraderie. Thank you for that. 

Our journey with Taylor has been the most difficult challenge we've ever faced, but we tried to always remember that his friends and ours, along with our family, felt the pain as deeply as we did. Watching his big burly friends break down in tears was gut wrenching. Once we realized that Taylor was going to live, my husband, Al started a blog to keep everybody updated on his progress, particularly those who weren't close by. The address is www.taylorsmithsprogress.blogspot.com. We're continuing to update it, even though his progress in measured more in weeks now than days and hours. Even the nurses in ICU and on the trauma floor have it bookmarked so they can witness the fruits of their labors! You can read some of the comments they've posted. 

On Mother's Day, I wrote a story that published in The Ledger's Life section about our experiences with Taylor. Praise God that he's making a full recovery! Mentally, everything is working, and physically he just needs to gain his strength. He's in outpatient rehab now for PT and OT, and getting stronger every day. 

Thank you again & Take care, Suzie Schottelkotte, Taylor Smith's mom
